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Good Data Practices



Good data practices mean researchers and institutions can meet obligations to funders, improve the efficiency of research, and ensure data is findable, accessible, interoperable, and reusable (FAIR). Doing data right is a joint responsibility between researchers and institutions.

The ARDC has collated the following best-practice guidance to help you manage your research data in the most effective way possible.

Your Guide to Good Data Practices

FAIR data principles are designed to support knowledge discovery and innovation both by humans and machines. Learn about FAIR data principles.

Sensitive data can include identifiable personal and health/medical data, indigenous data, ecological data about vulnerable species, and commercial-in-confidence data. Find out more.

Metadata are used to facilitate and support resource discovery, identification, the organisation of resources, and interoperability. Learn about metadata

Data citation and identifiers are essential to the future of research. Find out more

Data governance defines who can use what actions, on what data, in what situations, and using which methods. Find out more

Data provenance means documenting where a piece of data comes from and methodology by which it is produced. Learn about data provenance

Data versioning involves a new version of a dataset being created when an existing dataset is reprocessed, corrected or appended with additional data. It can help track changes associated with ‘dynamic’ data over time. Learn about data versioning

Data reuse, licensing and copyright can help maximise your data. Read our guide

Data management plans (DMPs) typically outline what research data will be created during a project, plans for sharing and preserving the data, and any restrictions that may need to be applied. Learn about data management plans (DMPs)

Institutional frameworks should outline the basic elements required to support effective data management. The ARDC provides workshops to self assess your institution’s current framework and its maturity.

Institutional policies and procedures are fundamental to good research data management and address the ownership of research materials and data, their storage, their retention after a project, and access by others later. View our guide.

File wrangling means putting careful thought into files at the beginning of a research project to save yourself time, resources and money down the track. Check out these guides, which include file formats and naming conventions.

Linking data with Scholix, the Scholarly Link Exchange, can improve links between literature and research data.

Journals have data policies regarding the sharing or publication of data underlying journal manuscripts. Journal research data policies | Research Data Alliance Interest Group

Training resources and guides, including ARDC courses, can equip you with services and tools to manage data. FAIR data training | 10 and 23 Things Training resources
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Australian National Persistent Identifier (PID) Strategy 2024 

Read the 2024 Australian National PID Strategy - created through a coordinated, comprehensive and collaborative…
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Vocabulary Symposium 2023 Recordings 

Watch recordings of the presentations at Vocabulary Symposium 2023, held on 14 and 15 November…








Featured

Page


Thematic research data commons is:
HASS and Indigenous 




Resources for HASS and Indigenous Researchers 

Your one-stop shop for datasets, tools, and upskilling materials for data-intensive HASS and Indigenous research.
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Resources for Health and Medical Researchers 

Your one-stop shop for datasets, free tools, and upskilling materials for data-intensive research in health…
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Linking Data and Publications – a Crisis in Science? 

Through the Research Data Alliance, the ARDC is helping to expose the links between journal…
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Making Data Count: Bringing Citations and Usage Metrics Together 

A journal paper on ways to collect and share data usage statistics and measure data…
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The Data to Understand Australian Bushfires 

Science and technology, and the huge amount of data underpinning them, can help mitigate the…
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Data Provenance Metadata: Builds Trust, Credibility and Reproducibility 

Data provenance, a type of metadata, is the documentation of why and how the data…
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Strategic Investment in Identifiers Could Save $24 Million and 38,000 Person Days per Year 

A cost-benefit analysis has revealed using persistent identifiers in the Australian research sector could save…
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Research Data Management: Australian Universities on the Same Page 

We've launched the Research Data Management Framework for Institutions, a collaborative effort between experts from…
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Skills Exchange 

Skill up on best practices for analysing, manipulating and managing data.
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Digital Research Skills Australasia (DReSA) 

A discovery portal for digital research skills
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FAIR Data 

Sharing your data accelerates your research impact.
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Why Am I Being Asked for Metadata About My Research Data? 

Why is metadata important? Read our short guide to find out.
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Research Data Governance Video and Resources 

Following the right steps when you collect and use data can make it easier to…
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Institutional Research Data Management Policies and Procedures 

A guide for people developing or updating policies and procedures for managing research data as…
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Standardised Communications Protocols 

ARDC guidance for research software developers on what these protocols are in practice
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Data Provenance 

Documentation that builds trust, credibility and reproducibility in research data.
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Data Sharing Policy Development Guidelines 

Read our guide to developing a data sharing policy (DSP), which can be crucial to…
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Data Sharing Agreement Development Guidelines 

Read our guide to developing a data sharing agreement (DSA), which brings clarity to what…
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TRUST Principles 

What does trust mean when it comes to research data held in repositories? Learn about…








Featured

PDF




Research Data Management Framework for Institutions 

Australia now has a national framework for institutional research data management (RDM), which can help…
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The Australian Research Data Commons is enabled by NCRIS. 
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We acknowledge and celebrate the First Australians on whose traditional lands we live and work, and we pay our respects to Elders past, present and emerging. 
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